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INTRODUCTION
Years of dictatorship, international sanctions,
and armed conflict have affected Iraq’s social
fabric and contributed to a deterioration
in the lives of Iraqi women.1 As a signatory
to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR) and the Convention on
the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination
Against Women (CEDAW), the Government of
Iraq (GoI) is committed to improving gender
equality and women’s rights. Moreover, the
United Nation’s Security Council Resolution
1325 as well as Millennium Development
Goal 3: Promote gender equality and
empower women both underline
the importance of progress in
the status of women in attaining
human rights and development
objectives. As such the protection and
empowerment of women was identified
as a
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(2010-2014), as well as in the Development
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Assistance Framework (2011-2014) developed
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by the UN in close cooperation with the GoI.
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either working or actively seeking work, and
of those more than one in five is unemployed.6
In comparison, 73% of men are employed
or seeking work, of which one in ten is
unemployed. Moreover, women’s labor force
status appears to have deteriorated in recent
years: since 2008 the number of women active
in the labor force has decreased while the
Sulaymaniyah
unemployment rate has increased.7

March 2012

Reasons for Not Attending School
Source: Government of Iraq, Iraq National Youth & Adolescents Survey 2009
Reasons for Not Attending School for Young
Young Illiterate
Women
Illiterate
Women
7%

Parents Refuse
Finance

23%

Illness
50%

Salah al-Din

Conditions appear to be hardest for young
women. Only a tenth of women aged 1529 are working or actively seeking work,
Diyala
Diyala
of which over a third are unemployed.
Baghdad
Surprisingly perhaps, access to work is most
difficult for young women with higher levels
Babil
of education: the unemployment rate
Wassit
Babil Kerbala
Wassit
for young women climbs to 41% for
Qadissiya
those with a diploma or more and
QadissiyaNajaf
asMissan
high as 68% for those with a
Missan
Thi-Qar
bachelor’s
degree.
Thi-Qar

School is far

1%

Other

3%
16%

Reasons for not Attending School for Young
Young IlliterateIlliterate
Men Men
10%

15%

Parents Refuse
Finance

Basrah

The difficulties faced by young
31% - 35%
educated women may be tied
Muthanna
21% - 30%
Muthanna
to the limited opportunities
10% - 20%
10% - 20%
for women in the labor market.
The vast majority of employed
Literacy & Education
women (94%) are in the public
rate women 15+ yrs
Source: WFP CFSVA 2007
Achieving gender equality in education
is rate womenUnemployment
sector. The Source:
private
sector
Unemployment
15+ yrs
WFP CFSVA
2007 offers little for
Source: WFP CFSVA 2007
integral to achieving both women’s rights
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education.4 Early marriages remain prevalent,
Iraqi women (24%) is more than double that
and most work in agriculture. With four out
and familial concerns and parental objection
among Iraqi men (11%).2 In functional literacy
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constitute a highly vulnerable segment of
the Iraqi population. Close to one in ten Iraqi
households is female-led, corresponding to
approximately 450,000 households. Nine
out of ten women heading households are
widows.9 Government programs intended
to support widows suffer from corruption,
outdated
systems,
and
administrative
obstacles.10 Assessments of female headed
households conducted by the IOM in 2011
confirmed critical issues related to access to
work, food insecurity, and inadequate shelter,
all of which make women headed households
vulnerable to abuse and exploitation.11 Despite
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